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Motivation 
■ In observations, ca. 50% of cyclists show at least one infringement   

of traffic regulations (Luber, 2013; Huemer, 2012). 

■ In interviews, cyclists report not to know about the regulations  

(Fricke, 2012; Buttersack, 2013). 

■ There is no „driving licence“ for cyclists is Germany. 

 

Do cyclists know their traffic rules? 

 

Methods 
■ Online survey (41 questions) as a multiple choice quiz 

■ Quiz-answers according to StVO and StVZO 

 

Discussion 
■ No link between demographics and rule-knowledge 

■ Knowledge seems to be rule-specific 
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Correctly answered qustions 

Participants’ overall rule knowledge Participants          N=353 
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No more  

than 32  

of 41 

correct  

answers 

were given 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

always

…to commute to work / school 

…for errands, hobbies & meeting friends 

…for sports & bike tours 

never 

I use my bike … 

Example question: "Were do you have do ride?" 
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Cycling path 
1 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

2 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

3 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

4 Where am I allowed to cycle? - Oneway street 

5 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

6 Next to each other 

7 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

8 Children 

9 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

10 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

11 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

12 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

13 Where am I allowed to cycle? 

14 Where am I allowed to cycle?  -Cycling street 

Right of way 
1 Right of way 

2 Right of way 

3 Right of way - bus station 

4 Right of way - cycling street 

5 Right of way 

6 Right of way - pedestrian zone 

7 Right of way - bus station 

8 Right of way 

9 Right of way 

10 Right of way - roundabout 

11 Right of way - zebra crossing 

Speed limits 
1 Speed limits  

2 Speed limits - cycling path 

3 Speed limits  

4 Speed limits cycling path with pedestrains 

5 Overturning 

6 Speed limits  

Personal and technical safety 
1 Music - earphones 

2 Alcohol 

3 Bike safety 

4 Bike safety - light 

5 Bike safety  

6 Cycling safety 

7 Alcohol 

8 Bike safety 

9 Helmet 

10 Cycling safety 

Next steps 
■ Further exploration of the links  

 Knowledge – behavior   

 Behavior – accidents 

 
 

 

 

 

■ No statistically reliable 

linkages found between 

demographics and rule-

knowledge 

■ Graphic analysis of individual 

knowledge 

 

 

Knowledge of specific rules Statistics 

Percentage correctly answering subjects [%] 

Proportion of subjects answering 

question correctly 

 

Safety critical question 

 

 

 

Other 

Correctly answered questions 
 

N=13 N=8 N=220 N=112 


