
Gijs Mom (TU/e; Andalucía)

Globalizing Road Safety
More of the Same or Paradigm shift?

•New book: Pacific Automobilism; A History of 
Mobility Globalization, 1945-2015

•New Project: RWS: Dutch road safety history in a 
transnational context, 1895 -2015 (Ruud Filarski 
and Gijs Mom)

















What happenes when one goes global?

• Car is a killer
• Same responses:

-Pavlov reflex: separation of flows
-self-illusion: the more cars, the safer the traffic



















But: 
differences through decentering the West
• General: ‘traffic imperialism’ (‘development’; World Bank)

• ESV programme: legitimation of capitalism in the Cold War
• From safety to security (post-Brundland Brandt commission)
• From security to health approach (epidemics) (United Nations)
• Woonerfs as solution? How about traffic ‘chaos’ in developing 

countries?
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